
LIVING FAITH: EVERYDAY ETHICS FOR ORDINARY CHRISTIANS

RELATIONSHIP & REQUIREMENT BEFORE GOD & NEIGHBOR



LIVING FAITH: EVERYDAY ETHICS FOR ORDINARY CHRISTIANS

RELATIONSHIP & REQUIREMENT BEFORE GOD & 
LIVING FAITH: EVERYDAY ETHICS FOR ORDINARY CHRISTIANS

RELATIONSHIP & REQUIREMENT BEFORE GOD & NEIGHBOR





Christian



Christian



End(s)………Means



End(s)………Means
WHAT you want to get… 
…or get away from

    HOW you get it… 
…or get away from it



End(s)………Means
WHAT you want to get… 
…or get away from

    HOW you get it… 
…or get away from it

MEANING





Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach a good seminar…

…In order to do job well…

…In order to love God & serve neighbor…



Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…

…In order to do job well…

…In order to love God & serve neighbor

…In order to garner fame & fortune

Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…



Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…

…In order to do job well…

…In order to love God & serve neighbor

…In order to garner fame & fortune

Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…



Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…

…In order to do job well…

…In order to love God & serve neighbor

…In order to garner fame & fortune

Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…



Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…

…In order to do job well…

…In order to love God & serve neighbor

…In order to garner fame & fortune

Going to get a coffee…

…In order to stay awake…

…In order to teach 
a good seminar…



I want to get a coffee…



I want to get a coffee…

…I want to love & serve / don’t want unloving/unfaithful

…I want to be awake / don’t want to fall asleep…

…I want a good seminar / don’t want a bad seminar…

…I want to to do a good job / don’t want to do a bad job



I want to get a coffee…

…I want to love & serve / don’t want unloving/unfaithful

…I want to be awake / don’t want to fall asleep…

…I want a good seminar / don’t want a bad seminar…

…I want to to do a good job / don’t want to do a bad job

I want to get a coffee…

…I want to be awake / don’t want to fall asleep…

…I want a good seminar / don’t want a bad seminar…

…I want to to do a good job / don’t want to do a bad job

…I want to love & serve / don’t want unloving/unfaithful

…I want to be awake / don’t want to fall asleep…

…I want a good seminar / don’t want a bad seminar…

…I want to to do a good job / don’t want to do a bad job

…I want to love & serve / don’t want unloving/unfaithful





Every craft and every line of inquiry, 
and likewise every action and decision 
seems to seek some good.

That is why some people were right to describe 
the good as what everything seeks.

Since there are many actions, crafts, and 
sciences, the ends turn out to be many 
as well.…[as a result] lower ends are also 
pursued for the sake of the higher.
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There are also several precepts of the natural law.

[E]very agent acts for an end under 
the aspect of the good…Hence this 
is the first precept of the natural law, 
that good is to be done and 
pursued, and evil is to be avoided.
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Self-Preservation

Propagation of Species (Procreation)

Mutual Association (Society)

Truth & Knowledge (of God)



“In Some Sense ‘Good’” (sub specie boni)



‣ “Good” NOT  in a “moral sense”

‣ “Good” in a “practical sense”

‣ “Good”  ≠  “Right”  ≈  “Desirable”

“In Some Sense ‘Good’” (sub specie boni)



‣ “Good” NOT  in a “moral sense”

‣ “Good” in a “practical sense”

‣ Appears to be / Seen as “desirable”

‣ Appearance / Perception can be 
misguided, mistaken, even malicious

‣ “Good”  ≠  “Right”  ≈  “Desirable”

“In Some Sense ‘Good’” (sub specie boni)



‣ “Good” NOT  in a “moral sense”

‣ “Good” in a “practical sense”

‣ Appears to be / Seen as “desirable”

‣ Appearance / Perception can be 
misguided, mistaken, even malicious

‣ “Good”  ≠  “Right”  ≈  “Desirable”

“In Some Sense ‘Good’” (sub specie boni)



“‘Desirable’” in the Sense of:
‣ “Useful”  (instrumental means to end)

‣ “Fitting”  (expressive of identity)



“‘Desirable’” in the Sense of:
‣ “Useful”  (instrumental means to end)

‣ “Fitting”  (expressive of identity)

‣ “Pleasurable”  (enjoyable in itself)











End(s)………Means
WHAT you want to get… 
…or get away from

    HOW you get it… 
…or get away from it

MEANING

USEFUL

FITTING

PLEASUREABLE













COMMITMENTS



CONSEQUENCES



CHARACTER



COMMITMENTS  (ABSOLUTISM)
CONSEQUENCES (CONSEQUENTIALISM)

CHARACTER  (EUDAIMONISM)



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE
{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WANT TO GET

WANT TO GET AWAY FROM

MEANS{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION{

COMMITMENTS

JESUS IS LORD{
ALTAR & THRONE THEOCRACY 
OR INTEGRALISM

CHRISTOLOGICAL PACIFISM  
&/OR MESSIANIC ANARCHISM

JUSTICE

OPEN BORDERS &  
UNLIMITED IMMIGRATION

REGULATED BORDERS & 
RESTRICTED IMMIGRATION 

{
LOVE

INCREASED LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OF CRIME & DISORDER

DECARCERATION OR  
PRISON ABOLITION

{























Oikeiōsis

Natural Drive for Self-Preservation

Moral Drive for Wider Inclusion

From Self-Love to Justice



Oikeiōsis

Natural Drive for Self-Preservation

Moral Drive for Wider Inclusion

From Self-Love to Justice



LIVING FAITH: EVERYDAY ETHICS FOR ORDINARY CHRISTIANS

RELATIONSHIP & REQUIREMENT BEFORE GOD & NEIGHBOR



Whatcha’ Doin’?



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS{WHAT WANT TO GET

WHAT WANT TO GET AWAY

MEANS



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS

MEANS

{WHAT WANT TO GET

WHAT WANT TO GET AWAY

{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE
{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS

MEANS

{WHAT WANT TO GET

WHAT WANT TO GET AWAY

{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE



DESCRIPTION  
& EVALUATION

ENDS

MEANS

{WHAT WANT TO GET

WHAT WANT TO GET AWAY

{HOW TO GET

HOW TO GET AWAY

{“GOOD” (DESIRABLE)

{

COMMITMENTS

CONSEQUENCES

CHARACTER

▸  USEFUL

▸  FITTING

▸  PLEASURABLE
























